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Figure S1. Three essential components of socially responsible seafood, derived from relevant research, policy and practice. 

 

 
 
 

PROTECT HUMAN RIGHTS, DIGNITY, 
AND ACCESS TO RESOURCES

• Basic human rights and dignity 
are respected, labor rights are 
protected, and adequate living  
and working conditions provided 

• Rights to resources, including  
tenure and access rights, are 
secured

ENSURE EQUALITY AND EQUITABLE 
OPPORTUNITY TO BENEFIT

• Equal opportunities to benefit are 
ensured to all workers 

• Recognitions (standing), voice, 
and respectful engagement 
for all groups, irrespective of 
gender, ethnicity, culture, or 
socioeconomic status

IMPROVE FOOD AND  
LIVELIHOOD SECURITY

• Nutritional and sustenance needs of 
resource-dependent communities 
are maintained or improved 

• Livelihood opportunities are 
secured or improved, including fair 
access to markets and capabilities 
to maintain income generation
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Table S1. Relevant international and multi-lateral laws, policies and guidance 
documents, which provide the legal and policy bases for implementing the essential 
components of socially responsible seafood.  
 
 

 
 
 

Social Principle Relevant International and Multi-Lateral Laws, Policies, and Guidance

FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, 1995

FAO Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Foresets in the Context of National Food Security, 2012

ILO Abolition of Forced Labour Convention, 1957 (No. 105)

ILO Work in Fishing Convention, 2007 (No. 188)

ILO Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182)

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1966

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 1966

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989

UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 2007

UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights, 2011

UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons Especially Women and Children, 2000

UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948

FAO Port State Measures Agreement, 2009

FAO Voluntary guidelines for securing sustainable small-scale fisheries in the context of food security and poverty eradication, 2015

RFMO Trade and Catch Documentation Schemes and Trade Restrictive Measures

UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, 1979

UN Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious, and Linguistic Minorities, 1992

UNECE Aarhus Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters, 1998 

UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity, 2001

FAO & WHO Rome Declaration on Nutrition, 2014

FAO An Introduction to the Basic Concepts of Food Security, 2008

FAO International Plan of Action to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, 2001

FAO Port State Measures Agreement, 2009

FAO Voluntary guidelines for securing sustainable small-scale fisheries in the context of food security and poverty eradication, 2015

FAO Voluntary guidelines on the responsible governance of tenure of land, fisheries and forests in the context of national food security, 2012

FAO Voluntary guidelines to support the progressive realization of the right to adequate food in the context of national food security, 2004 

FAO Policy Guidance Note: Strengthening sector policies for better food security and nutrition results, 2017

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 1966

UN Declaration on the Right to Development, 1986

Protect human rights, 
dignity, and access to 

resources

Ensure equality and 
equitable 

opportunities to 
benefit

Improve food and 
livelihood security
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